


Eagle House, reconstruction drawing by Philip Moss.

hands from John Browne, former alderman of the city,
deceased, to John Harris and John Slater, girdlers, of
London.

Exchanges continued to take place over the years and
names such as Wagstaffe’s of Ladybellegate House
fame, and Robert Raikes, 1737-42, were added to the
list. in 1745 it was described as ‘pasture ground,’ Rignes
Style Grounds with cowhouse, now only 4 or S pastures
without the Southgate at the lower end of Littleworth’.

In 1815 it came into the ownership of James Jelf and
Charles Evans, who had for several years carried on the
business of bankers within the city in co-partnership
with William Fendall, under the title of the Gloucester
Old Bank, in Westgate Street. Jelf could see great
financial potential in this lucky find on his land and
exploited it immediately and, though he was at the time
in severe financial strain, as were many bankers at the
time, due to the Napoleonic Wars, Charles Evans
helped him out.

Initially a temporary Pump Room was built over a
small spring in Parkers Row (Brunswick Road). On
November 17, 1814 the foundation stone was laid for
the Pump Room and Parkers Row was widened to
provide a handsome approach. This room was 40’ by
20’ wide and had hot and cold vapour baths ‘‘new in
this part of the country, and from their valuable
medicinal properties we doubt not the importance of
such accommodations’’. Dr. Accurn was called upon to
analyse the waters which were found to be of excellent
quality, even with detectable amounts of iodine traced
for the first time. Also at this time, a piece of land,
formerly part of Gaudy Green (later to become
Brunswick Square) were added to the original ‘pasture’
and this was now thrown open too.

On May 1 1815 the new pump room was officially
opened with a certain amount of razamataz — the
venture looked well on its way to success, and it was

reported optimistically that several thousand people had
taken the waters. Walks were laid out and well used and
a band of the South Gloucester Militia played every
Monday morning at the Pump Room entrance.

But during 1815 Sir James’ world tottered and fell,
taking with it Gloucester Spa. Bankruptcy forced him to
retire as Mayor. He hoped that family friends might
rally round and buy up the venture, but by 26 June 1815
The Gloucester Journal was advertising the sale of the
pump room, baths, saline waters and walks. The whole
property raised £9,500, with the main Spa area, pump
room and walks being sold to Mr Philpotts for £7,500.

By 7 August 1815 a committee was set up to run the
Spa, consisting of many public spirited individuals and
plans were made to sink a new well as the original
supplies were insuffient for demand. New walks were to
be laid out and the area developed for hotels and
houses.

In September 1817 John Chadborn, a city property
developer, contracted with the Gloucester Spa
Company to purchase several parcels of land for £250.
He was a close associate of Jeremy Wood, manager of
Gloucester Old Bank, and was later to become involved
in the litigation over the disputed will of Wood.

In March 1819 William Hicks, a noted builder, took
land to the west and early in 1824 the Committee was
resolved it would ensure consistency in the architectural
designs of all the buildings planned for the Spa area,
and the most significant developments were carried out
in 1829 starting with the Beaufort Buildings.

The Judges’ Lodgings in Spa Road were designed by
Sir Robert Smirke for John Philpotts (Smirke was also
the designer of the British Museum in London, and, on
a smaller scale the Shire Hall in Gloucester in 1816).
This was originally called Somerset House or Somerset
Villas when it was two semi-detached houses.

No. 25 Spa Road, ‘Sherbourne House’, was built for
John Chadborn, whose daughter, Frances, married
William Price of Tibberton Court. (Peter Price, the
Gloucester Civic Trust archivist provided access to the
Sherbourne House deeds). In 1982 Colin Barnett bought
this property, then in an advanced state of decay. Since
the completion of a £140,000 project in 1984, it provides
10 one and two bedroomed flats.

Next to No. 17, The Register Office in 1986, lies the
former Ribston Hall, now part of the Gloucestershire
College of Arts and Technology. In 1829 it is recorded
that ‘a spacious and elegant mansion has lately been
erected near The Spa by John Philpotts esq.’ called
Ribston Hall, it later flourished as The Spa Hotel and in
1860 became a School for the Board and Education of
Young Ladies, described thus: —

‘Ribston Hall is delightfully situated in Spa Road
in a very healthy locality and contains well
ventilated school, classroons, dormitories and
baths with every convenience for the comfort of a
large Establishment. The health, together with the
religious and moral training of the pupils, are of
first importance, while due regard is paid to the
formation of their manners, tastes and habits...’

‘The course of instruction comprises the several
branches of a superior English Education, together
with German, French and Italian languages: Music,
vocal and instrumental, Drawing, Dancing etc...’

However, by this time this area was developing in
importance with an increase in the number of new
houses in the city from 1,366 in 1801 to 2,163 in 1831,






